Asakusa 
 I was born and brought up in Asakusa.  It is an interesting town.  It has Japanese good old day’s atmosphere and many places to see.
 Sensouji temple is the most famous in Asakusa. It is the oldest Buddhist temple in Tokyo.  (It is originated from a donated golden Buddhist statue called Kannon-sama of 5.5cm tall which was caught by three fishermen we call sanja-sama at the Sumidagawa River in the seventh century.) There is Sanja or Asakusa shrine near Sensoji Temple. (This shrine is dedicated to the three fishermen.)  I was given my name Kimiko by this shrine. Each kanji characters have its own meaning, Ki means happiness, mi means beauty, ko means child. So Kimiko means a happy beautiful child. Thanks to the name, I grew up happily and beutifully. 
Other famous sites are Five-storied Pagoda (that was rebuilt in 1970) in the ground of main temple and Kaminarimon gate or Thunder gate with a large red lantern.  It is good to take pictures with them in the background.
In front of the temple is a large incense burner where people burn incense.  It is said this smoke helps your body purify and wards off or helps cure illness. 
  There is also a shopping street called Nakamise Dori which leads to the main Temple from Kaminarimon gate. Shops carry a variety of Japanese goods such as senbei rice crackers, ningyoyaki face-shaped sweets, paper umbrellas, old kimono, folding fans and so.  I think you can enjoy shopping and get good souvenirs there.
 Asakusa is also known as the site for many traditional events. The most famous event is Sanjya festival, one of the three major festivals of Tokyo. It is held in honor of Asakusa shrine in May.

People go around the town with carrying mikoshi which is a portable shrine on their shoulders.  Asakusa shrine has the three biggest Mikoshi (called ichi-no-miya, first mikoshi, ni-no-miya, second mikoshi, san-no-miya, third mikoshi which represent the three fishermen who found the Buddhist statue.)  The three mikoshi are carried and moved through the downtown area of Asakusa only on the last day of the festival. This is the highlight of the festival. I also used to carry mikoshi, when I was younger. The Sanja Festival is the most exiting event for local people.
Another exiting event is firework display on the Sumida River in summer.  Over one million people come to watch it.  The firework display lasts about two hours. We can enjoy eating and drinking while watching it on the roof of my parent’s house.
(Asakusa has other attractive events.  For example, Houzuki-ichi, or Japanese lantern plant market in summer, Asakusa Samba Carnival in summer, Tori-no-ichi, or Cock Fair in early winter, Hagoita-ichi, or ornamented Japanese battledore racket market at the end of the year and so on.)  Please come and join the events.  You can enjoy real Japanese life.
          Kashiwa  (just 30km from Tokyo, population of 380,000)
  Akebono Mountain Park 
Akebono Mountain Park is a popular local destination.  The big windmill like Dutch windmill is a symbol of the park.  There are many seasonal flowers like tulips, sunflowers and cosmos in front of the windmill. So you can enjoy colorful flowers in any season. The park has Japanese style garden, too. You can relax and escape from the noise of the modern world there. Also you can enjoy teatime at the teahouse. The park has also barbecue garden.  So if you get hungry, you can enjoy eating gilled beef and vegetables which you can cook yourself.   Near the park there is Fute Benten, which is a kind of temple. There is a three-storied pagoda in the ground. It is good to take a picture in the background of it.
Sumida river fireworks display 
The fireworks display on the Sumida River in summer is the biggest fireworks display in Tokyo. Over one million people gather to watch it, so it is difficult for them to find a nice place to watch it. But my parents’ home is near the Sumida River. So we don’t need to find a place to watch it. We can enjoy eating and drinking while watching it on the roof of my parent’s house. It is also televised and many people enjoy watching it on TV.  More than 2000 fireworks go off, so the show lasts about 2 hours. I’m sure you can enjoy it. 
